Astrid zrit Aklavik gwizhit chan ts’at
dachan tat tr'igwindai’ diytiughwan kat
hah gehkhee ts’at dachaa ts’at dijuu kat
hah 11 gidilu vanadhindaih. Astrid t’at
duuyeh dizheh danh t'unch’uh kwaa
gwat diti’ hah yee’ok nagilzri’, geetak
gwizrih dzan nadhoh alt’uu ts’at vadhoh
ahgaii. Nits’0o niinj’adhat diti’ oo hah
yits’at k’agwaadhat 1unli’. Loo hah gwitr’it
t'agwah’in’ guk’aanjik ts’at jidii kheen-
ide’ gwijida’an geenjit gwik’it t'idi'u,
akoo ts’at jidii danuu gwik’it t'idr'n

ts’at dinju tat videezhuu gehdeetth’ak
gwizhit gwik’yiinjizhit. Anjoo kat danuu
uudhilch’en K’eejit nilu dar’ 1zhuu kat
ts’at tr'inunju geenjit shik vahnuu jtu
didunu’.

1958 dar’ Astrid zrit James McDonald
yak’adadhizhu, an tf’ee Aklavik gwizhit
1962 dar’ nihkhagoothinjik. Nihkhah

zrit tr'unin thtogwinli’ geedi’t’. Juk at’at
chan vicheu goonlu 1hlok gwijiiutin ts’at
thtak gidilu ants’at gootsuu t'unch’uh.
Vaghai 1htok gwijtiutin ts’at daankat dar’
gwats’at, dachan tat khanaandau ts’at
“nijin gwizhit gwitr’it goonlu an gah
dhir’au. Shik gwitr’it tagwitn.” Juu yah-
nuu. Hamlet of Aklavik geenjit dinehtt’eh
k’anahtr’, Inuvik gwizhit K’e’tr’1jahkan
Zheh danh chan, ants’at juk drin

Aklavik gwizhit Moose Kerr School danh
dinehtt’eh k’anahtn 1994 dar’ gwats’at
chan.

Astrid veenjit gagootr’oonahtan eenjit
usrits’at vah goonlih. Juk gweendoo
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tr'unin kat ts’at gwaandak, school
ekhe’gogoonuh kwaa, “Gijuht’aih,”
juunuh, “drin gwitak gwinyaanch’uu jidii
tsal guk’anohnju!” Astrid akoo dinuu
zrit, gwuntt’oh gwitr’it t’agoh’nn kwaa
ts’at gahdandau, geetak oodzoo ts’at
srudohch’uu guuzhik zheedidinaadlok.

Astrid remembers growing up in Aklavik,
living out on the land with her parents
and 11 siblings. As a child, Astrid never
stayed home instead she would go
hunting with her father rather than
skinning and stretching rat skins and
being bound by the house. Astrid’s father
was very influential on her current
beliefs and values. She learnt how to
work relentlessly, to stand true to her
promises, and to practice what she'd
preach as a leading example; therefore,
becoming a voice that is heard among
her people. Elders were also influential in
Astrid’s youth, teaching her such ideals
as to always help anyone in need.

Astrid met her husband James in
Aklavik in 1958 and was married in
1962. Together they had five children.
Today Astrid is not only a Grandmother
to 11 grandchildren, but also a Great
Grandmother, succeeding in the fifth
generation of the Gardlunds. Astrid
and James would often go hunting with
Astrid’s father Carl. Since the age of
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fourteen, Astrid has been working out
on the land, “Wherever I could get work,
I did. I always worked.” She remembers
working as a secretary for the Hamlet

of Aklavik, in a sewing shop in Inuvik,
and today as a secretary since 1994 in
Aklavik’s Moose Kerr School.

Education has always been a high
priority for Astrid. She advises the
children of today not to quit school,
“Keep going” she says, “because you
learn something every single day.” Astrid
realises that life isn't only about hard
work, “Enjoy life! Dance all night and
work all day!” she laughs.



