“Old Crow gwizhit gwiidich’in, shitsii Peter
ts’at shitsuu Mary Snowshoe kat hah!” Clara
akoo didiinu’ tr’iinin nilii dai’ gwats’at jidii
ganadhindaii eenjit. Teetl’it Zheh gwizhit
giikhii ehdan geenjit giiyuudahkat eenjit zhik

.....

gwaa’an t’angiinch’uh. Adai’ gwanoo t’at
troo eelil, ts’at chuu kanahee geenjit akoo
t’ageedi’in’ guuzhik khaii dai’ zhoh gaghaa
akoo t’agidi’ii. Shin guuzhik dachantat
gwa’an t’angiinch’uu, digiytughwan kat
John ts’at Effie Francis kat hah. Gwalaii
chan nich’it nilii dai’ Clara ts’at vijuu Sarah
zrit Hay River Residential School gitr’ahnuu
gwats’at gichuu’oh. Ezhik danh khaii tik
gahshuk t’agiinch’vh. “Gwiizii diiyah
goonlih! Giik’atr’aanjii geenjit srudaach’uh,
khaii tik geenjit guugaa,”Clara juunuh. “Aii
tPee Aklavik gwats’at nakhwah tr’ichil’eh
gwat dagwidinyaa’ai’ geenjit zhik Teetl’it
Zheh gwits’ee chidhiida’oh. Shijuu ts’at
shii chan shik geenjit niinji’iidadhat,” juu
didiinu’.

Nijuk dai’ didinyahch’’’ Charlie Neyando hah
nihkhatr’agwahnjik dai’ duuyeh ganadhindaii,
diiyeenjit atr’a’aa nichii ts’at atr’aadzoo

chan natr’agwaltsaii. Agadanh tr’iinin
vanchoh nak’oh zhak dhitinh geedi’1’ ts’at
dachantat akoo ts’at kaiik’it gwizhit gwiizii
guk’aginilti’. Geh eenjit gyah natr’iniinlii,
tuk eenjit chihvyah chigahchuh ts’at uutsik
shik gwaatsii ganadhindaii khaii geenyjit.
Gwiinlit Clara dachantat gogwiindai’ geenjit
ganadhindaii, geetak hee Aklavik gwizhit
dalak kat goonlii gooveenihee zrinuh.
Khaihtak gwadhahtsaii dai’ geenjit Clara
akoo dinuu Sriitsookaiik’it gwats’at, Dawson
chan, gwehkhe’ zrit Alaska gwizhit Vihsraii
K00 srihee gwats’at chidhiidajil. Tth’aih hee
ezhik danh gwa’an valak kat goonlii, ihtee
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Teenjir Van gwats’at chuuzhii.

K’eejit kat ts’at giinkhii geen-

jit goodahkat, ezhik chan Clara akoo
dinuu,”Nakhwiytughwan kat ts’at
oodhidhohch’eii ts’at dagwinuu geenjit
akoo t’ohkhwe’ii.” Gagootr’oonahtan chan
veenyjit iisrits’at goonlii nuu ts’at veenjit
gwiizii gwitoh gwichtuudhat kwaa geen-

jit gwiintl’oh ganiinji’ohthat goovahnuu.
Gwiinlit diitat chan gwitr’it goonlii gwat aii
tthak giik’anohnjih kwah ji’ tyaa gwiizuu.
Anjoo kat ts’at geenjit giinhe’,”Anjoo kat
ts’at oodhidhohch’eii chan nakhwetr’ahnuu,
aii k’iighe’ niinzhuk gohohndaii. Akoots’at
gwidii ginohkhih kwaa!”

“We used to live in Old Crow with my
grandparents, Peter and Mary Snowshoe!,” says
Clara as she recounts her memories of when she
was a child. There was a need for an Anglican
minister in Fort McPherson and so they moved
over and lived here ever since. The traditional
life of hauling wood and water in the summer

and snow in the winter was no different here

than anywhere else. During the summers the
Francis family lived out on the land along with her
parents, John and Effie Francis. When she was
still a young girl, Clara and her sister Sarah were
sent to Hay River Residential School at which the
stayed for three years. “It was good! We enjoyed
learning, even though it was for only three years,”
says Clara. “They sent us back to go to All Saints
School in Aklavik and as we were on our way, it
became booked. So we had to come home. My
sister and I used to miss going to school,” she
adds.

Even though her recollections of when she
married her husband, Charlie Neyando, she fondly
remembers the huge feast and dance that was put
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on for them in celebration. She bore Charlie nine
children and took care of them both out on the
land and in the community of Fort McPherson.
Life on the land again consisted of setting rabbit
snares, setting of fish nets and both preparing and
drying of fish for the long winter months. Many
of Clara’s memories of life out on the land with
her family and visiting her relatives in Aklavik
periodically. When asked about her travels, Clara
was glad to have gone to Yellowknife, Dawson
and as far away as Arctic Village in Alaska. She
recollects that she still have relatives living in
Alaska and one attended Midway Lake’s Music
Festival.

When ask about what sort of message she would
like to give the younger generation, Clara says,
“Just to listen to their parents and do what they are
told.” Education is also important to her as she
recants that she was not able to finish what little
education she was given but we today have a lot
more opportunities than she did back when she
was a young girl. On advice from elders, Clara
recalls, “They told us to listen to elders, and you
are going to have a good life. And, you don’t talk
back to elders!”



