VAGOONLII: Tadhaa Zri’ 3, 1943

NIJIN VAGOONLII: Vindée Gwahjat
gehndit danh

VIYUUGHWAN KAT:
Edward ts’'at Elizabeth Snowshoe

VITSII TS’AT VITSUU:

Eileen zrit Vindee Gwahjat gehndit danh
vagoonlu1 vachaa 1htak eedi’in’ ts’at vijiu
thtee goonlr’, gehkhee ts’at vuundee tih
gidilih gwiunli’. Vaghan tih goonlu guu-

zhik vahanh vakwaa. Vitsuu Mary hah ts’at
tr'inunjik k'iighe’ viti’ zrit Eileen ts’at vachaa,
vijuu ts’at vuundee kat hah duk’aguyahnjik.
Vahanh nanundhat guugaa’ zrit Eileen vana-
dhindan nuh nijuk dar’ adhoh ahshu yeenjt’
Tr'ineedlann danh gwa’an akoots’at Eileen een-
jit kautrih altsau ts’at geenjit yunjigwichit’ee
unl’’ nuu t'nuh. Aklavik gwizhit All Saints
Residential School gwunl’ gwats’at nidhi-
zhu akoo ts’at Yellowknife gwizhit danh
Residential School chan gwats’at chtiuzhn
chan vanadhindath.

Au tYee chan, Teetlit Zheh gwats’at k’anadik,
1960 dar’ ezhik gwanoo zrit Thomas Koe
agwah’aih. Au tf’ee t’at chan, Teett1t Zheh
gwizhit July 11, 1961 dar’ nihkhagoothinjik.
Ezhik danh t’at 1k nadaachuh an gukhu kat
guts’an attsan akoo ts’at chan diti’ ts’at dalak
George Robert hah Sruh Niimnlu gitr’ahnuu
gwidi’ nagoo’oo ts’at vadzaih gijitk’eh
atr’ahee’aa geenjit. “Ezhik dar’ dinju kat
goodrir’ ts’at akoo t’ageedi’in’,” juk gweendoo
jidit dagidi’in ants’at adar’ gwanoo nits’0o
nithkhah gwitr'it gogwalttsaih ganadhindaih.

Dagakauk’it gwits’ee nidhizhn dar’,
nits’oots’at dachan tat adatr’agwada-andan
akoo ts’at digiginjik gykhu ahdandai’ kwaa
zrit nuh. Diti” Edward, Jijuu Mary ts’at didin-
juu Thomas akoo ts’at 1zhuu kat juudin yits’at
tr'unjik kat guk’iighe’ jidi1 tthak ahdandan
ts’at gayuunittin geenjit gwunt’oh hay goo-
vahaljaa nuh. Digitr'unin kat guk’agaanju
geenjit, ts’at juk drin eenjit juu diduntt’,
“...agadanh googhan goonlih kwaa guu-
zhik guk’agaanjih geenjit gwunzu ts’at juk

Eileen Koe

EILEEN (SNOWSHOE) KOE

Peter ts’at Mary Snowshoe kat hah
(Viti" ts'an), Phiip Edward (Dzhu Kar')
ts'at Jane Francis kat hah (Vahanh
ts'an)

GWICH’IN: Teett'it Gwich'in

TR'OONJIK: Teett1it Zheh gwiz-
hit July 11, 1961 dar" Thomas Koe
vatr'oonjik

VITR’IININ KAT: Kenny, Diane,
Andrew, Julie Anne, Anita ts'at
Roxanne kat hah
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BIRTHPLACE: Above Rotten Eye

gweendoo au tthak gahgidandaih.” Tr’oochit
zrit zhttu digign kat ejiich’u gadhatkhaih dar’,
duuleh dzan goo geh dinch’uh ji’, “Gwiyaa’an
guiyeenjit gwichiee k’it dagoonch’uu, geenjit
yunjigogwichit’ee k’1t t’agunch’uh!”

Juk gwizrit, digichen kat eenjit gootsuu
ants’at chan t'unch’uh. Social Worker 11nlr’
geenjit, Eileen t’at shik ju geenjit niinji’adhat,
“nakhwanankat gwizhit dinju nehsrijahch’uu
goonlih kwaa gwat ezhuu kat juudin goots’at
tr'iviidinji’ gwizrath goonlih. Goots’at
tr'iviidinjih ji’ too hah akoo t’agwidr’'n gwiz-
raith t’agoonch’uh gahkhwindaih. Au gwik’it
nakhwegwitr’it zhan goonlih.” K’eejit kat
ts’at gykhu dar’ juu didunu’, “Gwunzi nakh-
wagwandan zhit gohndau. Nakhwezhit tthak
gwink’ytiu gwiidi’in chan ganaondaih.”

Eileen was born above Rotten Eye and

had one younger brother, one sister and
three older brothers. Her mother, Elizabeth
Edward, passed away when Eileen was

only three years old. With the help of her
grandmother Jijuu Mary, her father Edward
Snowshoe raised Eileen and her siblings.
Although Eileen’s mother passed away so
early in her childhood, she does retain a
memory of her mother tanning skins at
Three Cabin Creek and making her a pair of
shoes of which Eileen was so proud to wear.
Eileen went to All Saints Residential School
in Aklavik and spent two years in Yellowknife
Residential School as well.

For the first time, since returning from
residential school, Eileen went back to her

PARENTS: Edward and Elizabeth
(Edward) Snowshoe

GRANDPARENTS: Peter and Mary
Snowshoe (paternal), Phillip Edward
(Dzhii Kai') and Jane Francis (maternal)

GWICH’IN: Teetl'it Gwich'in

MARRIED: Thomas Koe in Fort
McPherson, July 11, 1961

CHILDREN: Kenny, Diane, Andrew, Julie
Ann, Anita and Roxanne

community in 1960 where she met her
husband Thomas. Eileen and Thomas were
married in Fort McPherson on July 11th,
1961. She remembers her dress was supplied
to her by the church and that her father
Edward and his friend George Robert went
to Rat River and brought back a caribou

for their wedding feast. “People did things
from their hearts,” she says on the difference
between her wedding and the endlessly
planned wedding ceremonies of today.

Upon returning to her community, Eileen
remembers not knowing anything about
living on the land, nor could she even speak
her own Gwich’in language. She is incredibly
grateful to her father Edward, Jijuu Mary,
her husband Thomas and other family and
relatives for having taught her everything
that she knows today. When it came time for
her children to learn she says “...they were
very fortunate to learn at such a young age,
and today they carry that with them.” She
can remember the first time her children
caught any fur, whether it was a muskrat

or rabbit, “It meant so much for them, they
were so proud of themselves!”

Today, Eileen is not only a grandmother,
but a great grandmother as well. As a social
worker, Eileen’s philosophy has always been
this: “There are not only poor people in this
world who need our help, there are people
from all walks of life who need our help
and it is in us to help these people through.
That is what Social Work is all about.” When
she speaks to the younger generation, she
advises them to “...carry on with your lives
in a positive way. We all have a spiritual
being inside of us.”



