Elizabeth Mitchell

Elizabeth t’at December 29, 1928 dai’ vagoonlii
yee’ohts’aii Yukon ts’aii gwat nijin gwa’an chan
gahdandaih kwaa. Tr’iinin ihtok gwijuutin ts’at
ihtak gwatat ihfee nilii, Jarvis an Nellie Mitchell
gooyuughwan kat iinli’. Vitsii vitsuu viti’ ts’aii
t’at Simon an Louisa Choo giinli’. Elizabeth zrit
tr’iinin nilii dai’ shik dachan tat gogweech’in’
school nachidhizhii gwichih digiytiughwan ts’at
ditsii ditsuu kat hah.

1941 dai’ zrit, Aklavik gwizhit All Saint’s Angli-
can School gwizhit neetr’inyghchih th’'ee nag-
widadhat daankat gwizhit gwiindai’ khaii tthak
gwat sreendit dai’ Teett’it Zheh gwits’ee nag-
ichithijil khaiints’an gwits’at. Digiytughwan kat
hah gweech’in dai’ t’at natr’ilzrii khyah t’agah’ii
ts’at nihk’ytu natr’ahdinjik ddhah tat gwa’an.
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Luk kaadi’ii ts’at jak naatsii gwizrih hah gwitr’it
t'agwaa’ii ganadhindaih. Tr’iinin daankat eedi’’
gwat neekaii gwizrih diiyah gwandaii niih. Inihtik
gwa’an gwitr’it t'agwaa’ii zhik uu’at Fleming

Hall gitr’ahnuu gwizhit goo Teet!’it Zheh gwizhit
Labalaa Dagaii Zheh gwizhit danh. Niveh t’ah’ii
eenjit chants’at gwich’yaa gwadal k’e’jahkai’
adagwidaandaii geenjit. Than gwandaii foo gwik’it
gwiindai’ gwat digitr’iinin kat zhtu ghat’idich’uu
k’iighe’ gahgiheedandaii geenjit diinjidizhit gwat
tth’aih gik’agaanjti.

Juk gweendoo aii k’eejit kat goovaniinji’adhat
nits’0o gogwandaii ejuk goodlit geenjit. Kaiik it
gwizhit shik khe’” gidaach’uu goonlii ants’at aii
tr’iinin kat adai’ gwanoo 100 dinjii zhuh k’yuu
nihkhan gagigjjkhii ganadhandaih.

Elizabeth was born on December 29, 1928 in the
Yukon, precisely where is not known. Elizabeth
was one of twelve children born to Jarvis and
Nellie Mitchell. Elizabeth’s grandparents on her
mother’s side were the late Louisa and Simon
Choo. Elizabeth spent most of her childhood, be-
fore attending school, on the land with her parents
and grandparents.

In 1941, Elizabeth attended All Saints Anglican
School in Aklavik and was there for three years,
consecutively, throughout the winter months and
came home in June until September when she
would return back to school. While living on the
land with her parents, Elizabeth recalls hunting,
trapping and moving with her parents from place
to place throughout the mountains. Her main chore
was fishing and picking berries. Throughout her
life, Elizabeth bore four children, two of whom

are still living today. Most of her life was working
at odd jobs either at Flemming Hall or at the Fort
McPherson Tent and Canvas Shop. She did work
for the local RCMP and sewed various clothing to
make her living. Elizabeth always tried to be inde-
pendent and show her children love and compas-
sion as well as telling them to get a good education.

She thinks about the younger generation and how
their way of life has changed. She recalls that life
in the small community was much quieter and the
youth used to speak in Gwich’in more often than
they do today.



