Mary ' an/é)

Mary chan yi’eenji’ Yukon ts’aii gwa’an vagoonlii gwat
nijin gwa’an oo gahdandaih kwaa December 23, 1935
dai’ zrah. Adanh 100 tr’iinin ihtok gwijuutin ts’at ihtak
tat nilii goo viytiughwan kat chan John akoo Rebecca
Modeste giinli’. Dahanh ts’aii ditsii ditsuu hah t’at Rob-
ert George, Annie G. goovaazhii iinli’. Ditl’ ts’aii ditsii
ditsuu kat hah chan Old Modeste Ts’idehdi’(Tsetetti)
ants’at Macrena kat hah giinlf’.

Nich’it zhuu nilii dai’ tat dachan tat diyuughwan kat
ditsii ditsuu kat hah gogweech’in’ ganadhindaih nuh.
Vaghaii nihk’iitik goozhik School yieedi” Aklavik
gwizhit n¢etr’inyghchih chan nuh. Khaii nihk’iitik
gahshuk nihk’eedilak, khaiints’an ts’at shin dai’ gwat
khaii tthak ezhik gwizhit gweech’in’. Shin dai’ di-
yuughwan kat hah gweech’in’ aii tf’ee school gwits’ee
nidhizhih nuh Tr’ihchoo Distributor gitr’ahnuu k’tighe’.
School gwichiilagoodhat th'ee, dakaiik’it gwits’ee
k’adhizhii ants’at ddhah tat gwa’an faii hah nahanzhok
ganalndaih nuu. Shin dai’ vutsik trahgaii yi'eenji’ han
nji’.

DAVAAZHII:
Mary (Frank) Firth

VAGOONLII DRIN:
December 23, 1935

VAKATI’: Frank Firth (d.)

VITR’IININ KAT: Dwayne,
Jeannie (d.), Darren, Shirley

BORN: December 23, 1935
BIRTHPLACE: Yukon

PARENTS: John and Rebecca
Modeste

MARRIED: Frank Firth

CHILDREN: Dwayne,
Jennie (d.) Darren

Firth

July 6, 1962 dai’ t’at Mary zrit Frank Firth vatr’oonjik,
William chants’at Mary Firth goodinji’ iinli’. Agadanh
t’at tr'iinin tik geedi’in» Dwayne, Jeannie (d.) ants’at
Darren kat hah. 1960s tat chan yi'eedi’ Inuvik
naginii’oo ezhik danh inihtik gwa’an Frank khanaan-
daii geenjit gwitr’it kadhizhii Inuvik nagogwiintthaih
dai’. Aii tf’ee 1970 t’at chan Teet!’it Zheh gwits’ee
nagichithijil aii gwats’at chan gwaa’an gogweech’in’.
Juk gweendoo aii niveh t’ah’ii geenjit kha’oodaa’in nilii
ants’at geetak hee goolat kat geenjit k’e’jahkai’.

Tr’iinin nilii dai’ t'at Dinjii Khaihkai’ giiyiinjigwichil’e’
ts’at danuu gwjjzii giiyuudhilch’eih. Ezhik dai’ gwanoo
guk’adagwidaadhat nilii ants’at tthak adagwidaandaii
khanagaandaii geenyjit.

Yee’0k nits’00 nagwij'ee geenjit gjjkhii dai’ t’at tthak
ejuk goodlit gwinah’in’ niu gwat niizhit dai’ gwanoo
t’at gwiyendoo ak’oh gweedhaa gogwinah’in nuh. Nin
chan ejuk goodlit, juk gweendoo nin diitat nahaa’oo
gwat adai’ gwanoo aii gwik’it elit akoo t’agwiinch’u’.

Juk gweendoo aii k’eejit kat chan nits’00 .
diik’agootr’ghnjik t’at ejuk chan goovah goonlih. Adan
k’eejit nilii dai’ tat k’eejit kat chan gwijzii diik’agilnjik
ants’at duuyeh too goozhik nihk’yuu natr’ahdadal kwaa.
Tr’iinin kat googinjik gagoovoonahtan niindhan ants’at
nakhwek’yuu tthak chan ants’at jidii tthak foo hah
gik’agahaandal geenjit gwiheezaa geenjit niindhan nuh.
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Mary was born in the Yukon Territory (exact location

is unknown) on December 23, 1935. She was one of 11
children born to the late John and Rebecca Modeste. Her
maternal grandparents were Robert George Sintenilyin
and Annie G.(Martin) and her paternal grandparents were
Modeste Ts’idehdi’ (Tsetetti) and Macrena.

As a child, Mary recalls living on the land with her par-
ents and maternal grandparents. She was sent to All Saints
Anglican School in Aklavik at the tender age of six. She
spent the next six years traveling back and forth, spend-
ing the summer with her parents and in the fall returning
to school from Fort McPherson via the Distributor and
similar boats.

When she completed her education, she returned home to
help her parents and used to travel by dog team throughout
the mountains as far as the Yukon, where she spent the
summer fishing.

On July 6, 1962, Mary was given in marriage to Frank
Firth (d), son of the late William and Mary (Wilson)

Firth. She bore Frank three children: Dwayne, Jeannie (d)
and Darren. In the early 1960s they moved to Inuvik and
Frank worked at various jobs while Inuvik was being built.
In the mid 70s the family moved back to Fort McPherson.
Today, she spends her time as a matron, guarding for the
local RCMP and sews, to make a living.

She remembers the Chief when she was a child and how
the people respected him and listened to what he had to
say and the decisions he made. That was their government
and everyone made their own living.

Mary says she has seen a lot of changes and recalls the
winter weather was a lot colder in the past than it is today.
The animals have changed as well, she thinks there are
more animals around and in the community than when
she was younger.

In her opinion, today’s youth are being raised in a whole
different way than when she was a child. Back then, chil-
dren were well behaved and children were never out late as
you see today. She would like to see children being taught
their language and culture at an early age and for more to
be spent on that than other subjects within the education
system.
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