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Preface by Sarah Simon

To all my people: Hay River, Whitehorse, Old Crow, and Aklavik. But of

I hope you have many good memories when you see course our real home is always Fort McPherson.
the pictures in this book. Some of the pictures in this book were taken many,

I hope the older people will tell their children and many years ago. Some were taken not so 10“3 ago.
grandchildren about what they will see here — our old Some of them are our own, and some were given to us
friends, our relatives, our Chiefs, our town, and our way by other people. I Would‘ like to thank them and all the
of life. We want our young Loucheux people to know qther§ who helped us with this book. I hope everybody
about these things and be proud of their community. likes it.

James Simon and I worked together for our Church Mahsi' choo.
for a good many years. It makes me very happy to see Sarah Simon

these pictures from the different places we stayed —
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THE FAMILY

' This old man is Charlie Stewart when he is 83 — this He was a good interpreter, too. So I try to take after
is taken in 1956, and this is my daddy. He is the most him, but I couldn’t do it — and I am his daughter!
! h.appy man that ever lived. Lots of people remember My father was a very good dancer. I think even now
him. today, when they dance, like George Robert the other
This picture is taken right beside the Mission House. day told me that when he play the song for what we
Maybe the missionary gave him a cup of tea so he looks call duck dance, he remembers him. That is the last
very happy. dance he played for him and he was very light on his

feet. That is why everybody remembers him dancing.

H d to be a Special Constable fi ;
R R TRl T I don't think that anybody is as light as my father.

years. He's the one that found the Lost Patrol with Sgt.
Dempster. He was a Guide. And he made many police
patrols by dog team, by boat, by canoe, like that.
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THE CHURCH
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This is our old church. Many, many people got
married in there and many, many babies been baptized
in there. And we kept it so clean.

As far as I can remember back it was rebuilded twice
in my time by the people, by the Indian people. In
1924 people decided to take it right down because it
was getting too small for the congregation. They tore it
right down and everybody goes out and cuts logs and
brings the logs in by dog team, their own dog team,
their own axe, everything. All the tools is their own and
they have about two or three leaders — good men that
can work with logs like the man by the name of Jim
Greenland, he is the head for them, Abraham Francis,
Peter Thompson. All these, they know how to build
house. They cut logs and square logs and they built the
church.

When summer came, the month of July the people
went away fishing and the mens went too and put their
nets in and fixed up all their fish camps ready. They all

came back. There is no such motor boat or canoe with
kicker on it. There is just paddling. They came back up
to town and they're working here for one week. They
go home on Saturday, then the other bunch come up
and their wives give them bannock and fish to eat and
we send them fish.

They don't work for money, they just do it for their
church. They rebuilt it and they worked there all
summer long. The inside is not finished, but the first
man that got married in the new church is John Robert
and Rachael Robert. They got married inside that
church, the first. I always remember them there.

And then later on in 1940 sometime a missionary
was here, Mr. Dewdney, a good carpenter. He made all
the chancel walls very modern and he fixed all inside so
it was beautiful. And the baptistery, Peter Thompson
donate the money for it.
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THE COMMUNITY

Old Caroline

This old woman is 95 years old when this picture
was taken and she lives in that old tent by herself. Her

name is Caroline. In Loucheux we call her Ts'igii Vahan.

In those days we have no welfare, no social worker
here to look after her. The welfare teacher was here, but
she hasn't got any authority to put her up somewhere,
so she has got her own tent to live in. And this one day
it was warm outside and she came out to pick up those
little bits of wood, little chips around her doorway for
her firewood. She feels around and picks them up in

her parka and takes it into her tent and we took her
picture there. She is blind, she cannot see.

While she is living in this tent, one good-hearted
family decided to look after her. They are not her
relations or anything, but they just wanted to do a
kindness towards her, I think. It is Ben Kunnizzi and
Mary, his wife, they took her in and into their house
and they kept her for about four or five years before
she died.
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And this is the community feast. You see there, part — I think that's Johnny Charlie, and those mens are
of that house showing, that is the Community Hall, and serving. In those days the womans are too embarrassed
all the rest is just Native houses around. In those days, to get up and join the mens, whatever they do, so the
no traffic of any kind. All we have on our feet is womans are sitting down and the mens do the serving.
moccasins made of moosehide. We don't even wear Now today when there is feasts, still we hold our feasts
rubbers, I don't remember, just only on rainy days. That for some occasions, but they just leave it to the
much of Fort McPherson'’s ground was good green womans, and the womans serve. Sometimes womans
grass, it is not dirty, so instead of in the house get lazy too and Jim Robert usually move the mens. You
everybody sit outside on the grass. can see Peter Thompson sitting right down there and

And the mens served with whatever food is cooked, can pick out so many people that we remember.

and you see that boy coming out with pot of something
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